An investigation of diterpenes from the leaves of Rabdosia trichocarpa and their antibacterial activity against oral microorganisms.
The ethanolic extract of Rabdosia trichocarpa leaves showed antibacterial activity against cariogenic mutans streptococci and periodontopathic Porphyromonas gingivalis. Chromatographic separation and purification of the extract afforded ten diterpenes, including one novel ent-kauren type compound named trichoranin. Some of these compounds possess potent antibacterial activity against these oral micro-organisms, indicating that these diterpenes may be useful natural substances for the maintenance of oral health.